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Article lll. Membership Section 1.

A. Each affiliated organization of GCUES must have a
membership of at least 75 members’ dues-paying
members and, if challenged, must go before the Board
of Directors. Each affiliated Organization must hold at
least four meetings per calendar year and submit a
yearly schedule to the GCUES Secretary.

B. Any affiliated organizations whose membership falls
below 60 dues-paying members or fails to meet four
times a year shall have six months to rebuild or merge
with another Emerald Society. Failure to meet these
requirements will result in the expulsion of the said
organization from GCUES.

C. Organizations seeking affiliation with the GCUES can
apply online at www.gcues.org using the online
application process (membership management).

D. When the request is received, the President shall
thoroughly direct the Membership Committee to
investigate the organization's eligibility and report its
recommendations at the next regular membership
meeting. The proposals shall be read and shall be acted
upon by the membership. Affiliation requires the
affirmative vote of two-thirds of the delegates present
at any regular meeting of the GCUES.



Starting an Emerald Society

Set up a start-up committee of like-minded individuals from your field of
endeavor, agency, company, etc.

The start-up committee should appoint an interim Chairman.
Set up a Facebook page or group to drum up interest.
Notify Irish-American clubs or organizations in your local area.

Advertise in your job or agency union publications, church bulletins, local
cable news stations, and newspapers.

Set up a social get-together at a restaurant or organizational hall (Knights of
Columbus, VFW, AOH, School, etc.)

Incorporation

‘Before you incorporate, do a name search by visiting the Secretary of State
or the agency's website that handles business filings in your state to secure
the name you most want or the closest variant possible.

*Articles of Incorporation, sometimes called a Charter; this document legally
establishes your nonprofit corporation in your state. Your incorporation date
is usually considered your Society's official, legal birthday. Remember, a 501c
(3) non-profit must benefit the general public, such as charitable,
educational, literary, religious, and scientific organizations.

‘Bylaws are one of your most important legal documents. They dictate how its
board of directors will govern your Society.

* Apply Federal EIN is your required Federal Employer Identification #.
* Apply for 501c (3) status with the IRS.

*Once you receive the IRS determination letter, you can file for tax-exempt
status in your state and sign up for charitable registration (if applicable)

*‘We recommend you consult an attorney and accountant before starting the
process.



THE EMERALD MOVEMENT

The Beginnings

The movement for Emerald Societies took hold during the 1950s, with the
formation of the NYPD Emerald Society (Police Department, City of New
York) on March 16, 1953, NYCD Emerald Society (Correction Department,
City of New York) on November 17, 1955, and FDNY Emerald Society (Fire
Department, City of New York) on March 17, 1956. The movement led to
Emerald Societies in New York City and the country.

The founders of the respective Emerald Societies, mindful of the fact that
the average Irish Organization is composed of Irish people from every
walk of life, decided that the idea of occupational groups under the name
of “Emerald Society” would provide a means of enabling Irish people by
birth or ancestry, to meet their “Brother and Sister Emeralds” in the same
agency, trade or profession. More importantly, it would be a new
approach for people of Irish heritage to continue perpetuating their
history, customs, traditions, and accomplishments.

History of the Grand Council
It's often been said that the Irish stand together only during the Gospel in
the Church. That rule applied to Emerald Societies, too. At one point,
three Grand Councils existed; an Emerald Society would leave one Grand
Council and switch to another immediately.

The Grand Council of Irish Societies Inc. was organized in New York City
on June 29, 1956, and William J. McGowan (NYPD ES) was elected as the
first President. By 1958, the Council had 65,000 members in all Emerald
Societies and Irish American societies in Federal, State, and City civil

service. The meetings were at the Irish Institute of New York, 326 West 48
Street, NY, NY. In 1968, the Grand Council of Irish Societies Inc changed
its name to The National Grand Council of Irish Emerald Societies Inc.

The Grand Council of Emerald Societies Inc. was incorporated on May 29,
1958, and the Grand Council of Police Emerald Societies was formed in the
1970s.

In the early 1970s, the Grand Council consisted of two groups. The Grand
Council of Emerald Societies, headed by William J. McGowan (NYPD ES),
had several Police Emerald Societies, and The National Grand Council of

Irish Emerald Societies, led by John P. Clark (NYCD ES), had Emerald
Societies in the public service and private sector.



THE EMERALD MOVEMENT

History of the Grand Council (continued)

In the Spring of 1974, Frank Cull, legendary Irish Echo columnist “Round the
Emerald Green,” was approached to mediate a merger and was named Pro-
Temp. Attorney Thomas McCarthy set out to settle differences in
constitutions, by-laws, treasuries, and other legal matters. Thomas Reilly of
the PAPD ES suggested the delegate body overwhelmingly accepted the name
Grand Council of United Emerald Societies (emphasizing “United”), and Paul
Cinder of the MABSTOA ES designed the logo.

A constitution-formation committee was named, and the group consisted of
Pat Heslin (PAPD ES), Ed Hazel (DSNY ES), Jack Clark (NYCD ES), and Matt
Walsh (NYC TAPD ES). In December 1974, the first elections were held at the
Irish Institute in Manhattan, and Jack Clark (NYCD ES) was elected the first
President, with his term of office commencing on January 1, 1975. The Grand
Council of United Emerald Societies (GCUES) became a reality.

Historical Emerald Moments in Time
The NYPD Emerald Society was organized on March 16, 1953. The first
president was Henry Fitzgerald.

The NYCD Emerald Society was organized on November 17, 1955. The first
president was James Mulvey.

The FDNY Emerald Society was organized on March 17, 1956. The first
president was Eugene O’Kane.

The New York City Department of Sanitation Irish American Association (I1AA)
was organized in 1938. The Organization’s first president was William Nally
Sr. The IAA officially changed its name to the DSNY Emerald Society in 1985.

The Postal Employees Sons of Erin (affiliated with the American Fraternity of

Sons Erin), Inc. was organized on June 7, 1939. The Postal Employees Sons of

Erin changed their name to the Emerald Society of the New York Post Office,
Inc. on February 27, 1957.

The New York City Transit Authority Emerald Society comprises Subway
engineers, conductors, tradespeople, and support staff. It was organized in
1961. The first president of the Organization was Gregory Perrin.

The Parade Delegates elected GCUES President James “Barney” Ferguson
(NYPD ES) as the Grand Marshal of the 1978 New York City Saint Patrick’s Day
Parade.



THE EMERALD MOVEMENT

Historical Emerald Moments in Time (continued)

The Emerald Society of the Federal Law Enforcement Agencies (ESFLEA) was
organized in New York City in 1995 by USINS Inspectors with common
interests, heritage, and desire to improve their professional agency. Rebuffed
by their agency, the ESFLEA founders decided to expand the scope of their
fraternal and social Organization nationally by including all federal law
enforcement agencies. As a result, federal law enforcement officers such as
Special Agents, Police Officers, and Customs and Border Protection officers
of Irish/Gaelic descent are eligible to join.

The National Conference of Law Enforcement Emerald Societies Inc (NCLEES)
was organized in 1995 by native New Yorker Patrick J. O’'Brien (PES WashDC),
who served as its first president. The main objective of the NCLEES is to unite
all public safety Emerald Societies to develop fraternalism amongst its
members, Preserve the Irish culture, promote the contributions of our
ancestors, and recognize the accomplishments of Irish Americans in Law
Enforcement and other public safety professions.

Fifteen of the GCUES-affiliated organizations are members of the NCLEES.

GCUES Today

Reorganized in 1975, the Grand Council has over 20,000 members. It serves as
the political umbrella group of 28 Affiliated Emerald Societies and is the
governing body that selects the Aide to the Grand Marshal to represent the
Emerald Societies in the New York Saint Patrick’s Day Parade.

The Grand Council has Affiliates in Arizona, California, Connecticut, New
York, New Jersey, Massachusetts, and Washington, District of Columbia. One
of our affiliated organizations is a nationwide organization.

Our affiliated organizations serve in front-line professions such as Law
Enforcement, Fire Service, EMS, Education, Waste Management, Mass Transit,
and Public Utilities.



CONTACT US
info(@gcues.org

WWW.ZCUeS.org

https://linktr.ee/GCUES



http://www.gcues.org/
https://linktr.ee/GCUES

